
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “A Summer at the Movies” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been 
designed to encourage us to examine God’s Truth as revealed in the Bible and as experienced on the Big 
Screen. Today’s sermon, “What Happened?,” is the 11th in the series and has been inspired by the 1934 
comedy “It Happened One Night.”  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: 
      9:00 a.m.  Traditional Worship
    10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
    11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
      5:00 p.m.  Youth Mission Abilene

Friday:
      6:00 p.m.  Garden Work and Play Day
 

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: A Summer at 
the Movies
continues 

next Sunday 
with...

Connections: Panama II Trip Update
     The Aldersgate Panama II Team recently returned from our mission trip in Santiago, Panama, and Kyle 
and I already have decided that this was the best mission trip we have ever been on. Our main focus was 
working on a community project consisting of constructing 15 chicken coops that were later delivered with 

75 chickens to families in need. David and Cindy Ceballos, 
the missionaries we worked with in Panama, are hopeful that 
these chickens and coops will serve as a sustainable way for 
these families to have eggs and meat. During the week, the 
children came and painted their coops in bright, fun colors 
to customize them and make them their own. After painting, 
the kids moved on to craft time, and they made chickens 
out of their hand prints while learning a little bit about how 
to take care of chickens. We also purchased food from the 
market and delivered large bags of groceries to 35 families 
living in a community near David and Cindy’s work area.
      We want to say a big “Thank You!” to everyone who prayed 
for our team or contributed funds. We could not have done 
this without each of you! — Jessica Watson



Youth: Serving, Bashing and Getting Locked In

Children: Parent-Kid Play Night!
   Our last Summer Fun Night will take place Wednesday, August 17, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on the north 
lawn of the church. During the first 45 minutes, parents and kids may play fun relay games (no athletic skill 

required!), and during the last 45 minutes, our big 
slip-n-slides will be set up for the enjoyment of all 
kids and their parents. 
  The Sweet Side food truck will stop by to offer us 
homemade ice cream sandwiches, ice cream floats 
and cups. Yum! You should come just for this food 
truck! 
   Please bring lawn chairs if you’d like to sit while 
enjoying your ice cream.  This is all free fun to have 
with your family! I hope you can join us! Kids for 
Christ will start back up on Sunday, September 
11th. We’re looking forward to this last night of 
Summer Fun! — Alayna Brooks 

     Tonight, Sunday, August 14, we will partner 
with the Palm House/Love and Care Ministries 
to feed about 125 of our neighbors! Drop-off and 
pick-up will be at the Love and Care kitchen at 233 
Fannin. We will prepare the meal from 4-5 p.m., 
serve from 5-6 p.m. and clean up until 6:30 p.m. 
This is an awesome opportunity to be the hands 
and feet of God!
  Next Sunday, August 21, we will meet here at 
Aldersgate for our Back-to-School Bash! Be 
sure to wear an appropriate swimsuit, and come 
hungry. What a fun way to end the summer!  We 
will bash from 5-7 p.m.
      Sunday August 28 will be the first Sunday of the school year, and we will be back to our regular schedule, 
meeting from 5-7:30 p.m. and enjoying worship, fellowship and a meal.
      Also on August 28, a parent meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. following the youth activities. Parents 
will learn about big events for the coming year, what to expect on Sunday nights and opportunities to serve 
and to be a part of the growing faith of our youth. A time for Q&A will be provided. 
    Lastly, the new Lock In dates were set for the earliest time that did not conflict with school activities.   
On Sunday and Monday September 4 and 5 (Labor Day weekend), we will enjoy two and a half hours at 
PrimeTime, pizza, snacks, worship, games and giveaways. We will meet at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
The festivities will begin at 8:00 p.m. Pick-up on Monday morning will take place at 7:00 a.m. The cost is 
$15.— Daniel Mathis               



A SUMMER AT THE MOVIES: What Happened
 from It Happened One Night

Matthew 11:25-30
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

What Happened?

On the Run

The Yoke’s On Us

Postures of Humility
1. Paying
2. Resting 
3. Listening 
4. Behaving
5. ________________________

What is Happening?



Open Door: FREE Meal + Concert on August 19

College: Welcome Week Worship @ McMurry University
   McMurry University has been identified as part of the mission field of our church. We feel God’s 
calling or invitation to invest ourselves and our resources in the well-being of the people who live, 
work and study at McMurry. We do this in a variety of ways, a few being cultivating a ministry for 
university students (and feeding them – a lot!), providing scholarships for student mission trips, 
offering internships and part-time jobs in church programs and stocking a resource closet on campus. 
Next Sunday, August 21, we have the opportunity to partner with McMurry, as new students are welcomed 
to campus for the fall semester by joining the university in a worship service at 11:00 a.m. Therefore, we will 
relocate our normally scheduled contemporary service to Radford Auditorium so the Aldersgate worship 
band can lead the service. That Sunday is already a big Sunday for our church because in the 9:00 AM 
traditional service we will bless the backpacks of all 
the children, youth and college students entering in 
to the new semester of school and offer our prayers 
and support for all of our teachers and administrators. 
Sunday School will follow as normal at 10:05 AM. 
After Sunday School, join us in walking across 
the street to Radford Auditorium for the special 
“Welcome Week” worship service at McMurry. 
During the service, the nursery will still be open, 
and we will still have Children’s Church, as normal. 
                                                                      — Kyle Watson

   The Open Door Community Garden (at South 
19th and Amarillo streets) has been designed 
to be a place of growth, of both produce and of 
relationships! That’s why we take time throughout 
the season to work together and play together in the 
garden regularly. The final Work & Play event at the 
Open Door will take place on Friday, August 19, at 
6 p.m. and will include a free meal and the musical 
stylings of our very own Timothy Palmer. Tim and 
his friends have offered free concerts in the garden 

in the past, and they put on a great show! (See the photo to the left from last year's concert.) Invite your 
friends to this FREE family-friendly event, and remember to bring picnic blankets or chairs, sunscreen 
and bug spray! Again, a meal will be provided, free of charge, so I hope so see you at the garden on Friday, 
August 19, @ 6 p.m.! And don’t forget: Our garden is home to a Little Free Library that is full of books for 
children and youth. Feel free to stop by and take and book, leave a book and pick some delicious produce 
while you are at it! Thanks be to God for the growth that is taking place at the Open Door. 
Grace and Peace.— Amy Wilson Feltz



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala
Charles Dortch

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston
Judy English
Charles Myrick

Presence                             8.7.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $22,148.16
Received This Month-to-Date = $22,148.16
Received Year-to-Date = $447,630.76
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $29,873.20

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact Mary Chavez Lust 
(672-7893, mary@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Kay Burkhart
Billy & Jennifer Butler
Mary Meadows

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Administration and Finance: 

      Mary Chavez Lust

Reception: Susan Acosta

Academy: Carol Rogers

Custodial Services: 

      Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 179 
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 153

Total Worship Service Attendance = 332
Sunday School = 181



In the Word
                        by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Aug 14:
Aug 15:
Aug 16:
Aug 17:
Aug 18:
Aug 19:
Aug 20:

  Daily Readings
2 Chronicles 5-8, Psalm 72
2 Chronicles 9-12, Psalm 73
2 Chronicles 13-17, Psalm 74
2 Chronicles 18-20, Psalm 75
2 Chronicles 21-24, Psalm 76
2 Chronicles 25-27, Psalm 77
2 Chronicles 28-31, Psalm 78

                 Bringing with him the hope
           of all the glorious things to come                  
               — Colossians 1:27 (Phillips Translation)

 The transitions and rhythms of life are very 
important to prepare for, embrace and, most importantly, LIVE into. 
Every transition and rhythm that we embrace as followers of Jesus 
helps nurture us and others into the image of Christ and helps us be 
the presence of the risen Christ in our community and especially 
our mission field.  Because of the reality of our mission field here at 
Aldersgate and the good number of children and youth who are involved 
at the church, the beginning of school provides very real opportunities 
to live into the transition and rhythm of the start of school even for 
people who do not have kids.  
     When you choose to serve and be present at any of the following 
transitional events, you are not just being a warm body, filling a slot or 
doing something out of mere obligation, you are bringing the glorious 
presence of Jesus to bear on hundreds of people, many of whom are 
struggling and feeling lost and confused during this time of transition.  
Your intentional presence and sacrificial service done with a heart full 
of love brings the HOPE of Christ and changes the world, even if you 
can’t perceive that truth at the moment.
  The following are our upcoming transitional events that give us the 
opportunity to be the presence of the risen Christ in our mission field 
during this time of transition to the start of school.          

BOWIE: (Contact Pastor Amy by phone or text @ 325-660-5017 
 for more information.)
 August 15th – Teacher Appreciation Breakfast @ 8am 
 August 18th – Bowie Meet the Teacher @ 5:30pm
ACADEMY: (Contact Carol Rogers by phone or text @ 325-439-0230  
   for more information.)
 August 16th – Academy Meet the Teacher @ 5pm
MCMURRY: (Contact Kyle Watson by phone or text @ 325-665-9116
                  for more information.)                   
                 August 19th – Faculty and Staff Appreciation Lunch @ 11:30
 August 21st – Welcome Week Worship at McMurry @ 11am,  
           Radford Auditorium.
NEIGHBORS/GARDEN: (Contact Pastor Amy by phone or text
                 @ 325-660-5017 for more information.)
 August 19th – Garden Work and Play day @ 6pm.  
                 Work, free food and a concert!
 
   I challenge you all to be the presence of the risen Christ at the 
McMurry worship service and at least one other event. Trust me, the 
hope of Christ will flow out of you!    


